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CHAPTER I 

REGIONAL DEMOGRAPHIC AND LAND USE 
ANALYSIS 
A. Population Characteristics and Their Implications for 

Evacuation Dynamics 

1. Overall Population1 

In February 2007, the University of Florida’s Bureau of Economic and Business Research 
(BEBR) estimated that the permanent resident population of the Withlacoochee Region on 
April 1, 2006, was 730,409, up by 134,811 (22.6%) from the 2000 Census.  BEBR projects 
the population will reach 819,143 in 2010 and 921,501 in 2015 (Tables I-1a and I-1b), 
which represents increases of 12.2% and 26.2%, respectively, in comparison to the 2000 
Census. While the Withlacoochee Region has been experiencing an extensive increase in 
population, much of the Region is still rural in nature and a large percentage of the land is 
undeveloped. In fact, a large portion of the coastal lands in the Region is owned by the 
State of Florida and growth controls that limit the amount of residential and non-residential 
growth in these areas are enforced. 

The most vulnerable counties in the Withlacoochee Region are Citrus, Hernando, and Levy 
County. Citrus County is projected to gain 26,741 residents by 2015, while Hernando and 
Levy County are expected to grow by 36,820 and 7,648, respectively. The Region’s large 
and growing population will continue to present challenges for evacuations due to other 
hazards (inland flooding, nuclear accidents, terrorist attacks, etc.). 

                                                 
1 Population estimates and projections customarily distinguish between the permanent resident population in a 
jurisdiction (people who reside in the location year-round or at least half of the time) and the seasonal population 
(people who reside in the location only a portion of the year or who are visitors, such as tourists).  The permanent 
resident population is further broken into those who reside in households (occupied housing units) and those who 
are in group quarters, such as correctional facilities, nursing homes, military quarters, group homes, etc.  The 
decennial census and the Census Bureau’s new American Community Survey (ACS) present results for the permanent 
resident population, but not for the seasonal population.  However, both the census and the ACS present data on 
vacant housing units, including those that are for seasonal use.  Typically, local jurisdictions use these seasonal 
housing unit estimates, along with hotel and motel inventories, to prepare estimates and projections of the seasonal 
population for planning purposes.  The estimates and projections prepared by the University of Florida’s Bureau of 
Economic and Business Research (BEBR) also refer to the permanent resident population.  Most of the data 
presented in this section is drawn from the sample portion of the 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary 
File 3) and from the 2006 ACS.  The latter was tabulated only for the 40 counties that had a 2006 population of at 
least 65,000 permanent residents, so there is no 2006 ACS data for the 27 smallest counties in the State of Florida – 
in those counties, the 2006 tables will show “N.A.” in all cells.  Note that the annual ACS is collected for a much 
smaller sample than the 2000 Census, resulting in much larger margins of error.  In addition, there are differences in 
the methodology that can affect the meaning of the data collected.  As a result, comparisons should be made with 
caution.  In some cases, although 2006 ACS data was tabulated for a county, the small sample size resulted in 
insufficient data to fill all of the cells in a given table – in those cases, the 2006 tables will show “N.A.” in selected 
cells.  Regional summaries based on the 2006 ACS were compiled only for the 3 regions where all counties had data: 
South Florida, Tampa Bay and Treasure Coast. 
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2. Group Quarters Population 

In 2000, there were 18,067 Withlacoochee Region residents living in group quarters (about 
3% of the population); 15,733 of these were institutionalized in correctional facilities, 
nursing homes, and juvenile institutions, while the other 2,334 were in other group 
quarters, such as college dormitories, group homes and military quarters (Table I-11a).  The 
remaining 577,531 residents lived in households. The group quarters population is a 
significant component of the “special needs” population that requires special procedures in 
the event of an evacuation. 

3. Housing Units by Type 

Of the 289,359 housing units in the Withlacoochee Region at the time of the 2000 Census, 
44.7% (176,806) were single-family, about 10% (27,706) were multi-family, and the other 
29.3% (84,847) were mobile homes, boats, recreational vehicles (RVs) or others used as 
dwelling units. Of those units, 39,899 (about 14%) were vacant, with the highest vacancy 
rates found among multi-family buildings and among mobile homes. Mobile home/RV parks 
are dispersed throughout the Withlacoochee Region. In comparison to the State of Florida 
as a whole, the Region has a higher than average percentage of mobile homes. In fact, the 
Region has had significantly more mobile home dwelling units than multi-family dwelling 
units since the 2000 Census. On average, about 26% of the persons in occupied dwelling 
units in the County reside in mobile home units (see Table I-4a). A listing of the mobile 
home/RV parks is featured in the Critical Facilities Section. 

4. Occupied Housing Units (Households) 

There were 249,460 occupied housing units (households) in the Withlacoochee Region in 
2000, 83.3% (207,721) of which were occupied by owners and 16.7% (41,739) by renters 
(see Table I-4a). The ownership ratio in the region was well above the State of Florida 
average (70.1%).   

5. Household Size 

In 2000, the average household size (number of persons per occupied unit) in the 
Withlacoochee Region was 2.32, which was lower than the State of Florida average of 2.46.  
The average household size was highest in Levy County (2.44) and lowest in Citrus County 
(2.20).  Renters, who are mostly concentrated in multi-family units, had a higher household 
size (2.35) than owners (2.31), who are more heavily concentrated in single-family units 
(see Table I-5a).   

6. Seasonal Dwelling Units 

In 2000 there were 19,129 vacant dwelling units in the Withlacoochee Region that were for 
seasonal, recreational or occasional use, representing about 7% of all units (see Table I-
6a). According to licensing records of the Florida Department of Business and Professional 
Regulation (DBPR), as of December 11, 2007, there were 457 licensed lodging facilities with 
20,158 rooms in the Withlacoochee Region (Table I-3). In addition, according to licensing 
records of the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (Table I-3), in 
2007 there were 25 hotels with 2,310 rooms, 118 motels with 4,555 rooms, and 11 bed and 
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breakfast inns with 66 rooms in the Region. Together, these units house a seasonal 
population that is in addition to the permanent resident population estimated above.  
Considering that many of these units are in vulnerable areas, the proportion of seasonal 
units and hotel/motel units that are occupied at any point in time will have an important 
impact on the total population that may participate in an evacuation. 

7. Vehicles per Household 

There were 13,575  Withlacoochee Region’s households in 2000 that had no vehicle (5.4% 
of all households) - about 60% of these residents were home owners and the remaining 
40% were renters (see Table I-7a). This was lower than the average for the State of Florida 
as a whole (8.1%). However, this represents a significant number of households that could 
need transportation assistance in the event of a major evacuation. Similar to the population 
characteristics, older adults ages 65 years old and over represent a large percentage of 
householders without vehicles in the Withlacoochee Region. In 2000, 7,510 (about 55%) of 
the householders without vehicles were ages 65 years and over. Additionally, there were 
122,378 households with 2 or more vehicles and 398,469 vehicles in households in 2000 
(see Tables I-7a and I-8a). In other words, the number of vehicles per household in the 
Withlacoochee Region was 1.60 in 2000, which could contribute to additional congestion on 
the highways in evacuation scenarios. 

8. Age Composition 

Compared to the State of Florida as a whole, the Withlacoochee Region has a higher than 
average percentage of population ages 65 years and over. In 2000, the population of the 
Region included 163,011 people who were at least 65 years old, which represented about 
27% of the total population; this compared to 17.6% for the State of Florida as a whole 
(see Table I-9a). About 22% (35,736) of these elderly residents lived alone (see Table I-
11a). Moreover, 13,466 residents (2.3% of the total) were at least 85 years old. In 2000, 
the Withlacoochee Region had 116,828 children under 18 (19.6% of the total population) 
and 89,352 (15% of the total population) children were of school age (5 to 17 years old). In 
2006, Florida’s Economic and Demographic Research estimated that there were 198,445 
elderly residents in the Withlacoochee Region. This number was projected to increase by 
25,875 to 224,320 by 2010. By 2015, the elderly population was projected to increase again 
by 43,487 to a total of 267,807 (Table I-1a and Table I-1b). Moreover, the number of 
children under 18 increased by 12,404, from 137,696 (about 19% of the total population) in 
2006 to 150,100 (about 18% of the total population) in 2010 (see Table I-1a). By 2015, the 
this number would increase again by 14,122 to a total of 164,122 (Table I-1a and Table I-
1b). The population characteristics by age group in the Withlacoochee Region are similar in 
nature to many of the growing rural areas in Florida. This is correlated to the ongoing trend 
of large numbers of retirees migrating to Florida. 

9. Race / Ethnicity 

The Hispanic or Latino population, which includes those born abroad as well as those born 
into Hispanic families in the United States, included 29,979 residents (about 5% of the total 
population) in 2000 (Table I-10a). Additionally, the Black or African American population 
was 47,563 (about 8% of the total population) in 2000 (see Table I-10a). In 2006, Florida’s 
Economic and Demographic Research estimated that there were 53,131 Hispanic residents 
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(about 7% of the total) in the Withlacoochee Region. This number was projected to 
increase by 19,758 to 72,889, about 9% of the total, by 2010 (Table I-2a). By 2015, the 
number of Hispanic residents was projected to increase again by 18,857 to 91,746, about 
10% of the total population (Table I-2a). Moreover, the number of Black or African 
American population was projected to increase by 6,562, from 59,101 (8.1% of the total 
population) in 2006 to 65,663 (8.0% of the total population) in 2010 (see Table I-2a). By 
2015, the number of Black or African American residents was projected to increase again by 
7,143 to 72,806, about 8% of the total population (Table I-2a).  

10. Place of Birth and Citizenship 

In 2000, about 5% (29,868) of the Withlacoochee Region’s residents were born abroad 
(Table I-12a). About 36% of these residents came from Europe - in 2000, the largest 
groups were from Western Europe (4,043), Northern Europe (3,391), Eastern Europe 
(1,670), and Southern Europe (1,643). Moreover, about 37% (11,158) of these residents 
came from the Caribbean and Central and South America - in 2000, the largest groups were 
from Mexico (2,564), Jamaica (1,712), Columbia (1,456), Cuba (1,439), Guyana (404), and 
Dominican Republic (403). About 41% (12,137) of the foreign-born residents in 2000 were 
not citizens. During the same year, a vast majority of the residents of the Withlacoochee 
Region (about 62%) were born in other parts of the United States. The remaining residents 
(about 31%) were born somewhere in the State of Florida (Table I-12a). 

11. Linguistic Isolation 

The Withlacoochee Region does not have large percentage of people that are linguistically 
isolated (households where no one 14 years or older speaks English "very well"). Because of 
this, many of the protocols used by other counties, such as simulcasting evacuation routes 
or shelters in diverse languages, do not need to be explicitly covered. However, this does 
not imply that public awareness initiatives for hurricane evacuations in diverse languages 
should not be implemented in the Region. In 2000, 3,916 households (1.6% of total) were 
classified as linguistically isolated - Spanish was spoken in about 60% of these households 
(Table I-13a). Additionally, there were 1,571 linguistically isolated households in 2000 
where a language other than Spanish was spoken. 

12. Labor Force 

In 2000, 52.7% (270,316) of the population 16 years old and over of the Withlacoochee 
Region was not in the labor force; this was significantly higher than the share of the inactive 
population of 41.3% in the State of Florida as a whole (Table I-15a).  This could be 
correlated to the large number of retirees in the Region. In the region, the percentage of 
inactive population was highest in Sumter County (65.3%), however Marion County had the 
highest number of inactive persons (105,310).   

13. Poverty Status 

The persons below poverty level have a greater risk for injury due to their lack of funds for 
both a hurricane defensive residential dwelling as well as the lack of transportation to a 
shelter or to evacuate out of the Region. There were 72,477 (about 13% of the total 
population) residents in 2000 that lived in households with incomes below the poverty level 
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(Table I-16a). Poverty rates were highest among children (about 20%), but about 7% of 
elderly residents 65 years and over also lived below the poverty level (Table I-16a). Poverty 
rates were highest in Levy County (18.6%), however Marion County had the highest 
number of persons (32,918) living below the poverty level.  As previously noted, the poor 
elderly, especially those living alone, may represent a significant portion of those 
households without vehicles. This constitutes a substantial challenge for evacuation 
planning.  

14. Small Area Dwelling Unit and Population Data 

The Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) produce their own dwelling unit, household 
and population estimates and projections for traffic analysis zones (TAZs) and municipalities 
at 5-year intervals out to 2015. In early 2007, modifications were made to the TAZ base 
map for the counties within FDOT District V (including Marion and Sumter Counties), 
increasing the number of TAZs as a result of growth in new areas. The Counties’ resident 
population estimates and projections were updated for the new TAZs in August 2007.  

The county totals were similar to BEBR’s. This small-area data, supplemented by TAZ 
estimates and projections of mobile home units and hotel/motel units, will be used in traffic 
modeling. Mobile home populations are presented on Map I-2. 

B. Future Land Use Analysis 

1. Geography  

The Withlacoochee region consists of Citrus, Hernando, Levy, Marion, and Sumter Counties, 
including 22 municipalities. The Region has a total area of approximately 5,018 square miles 
(almost 3.2 million acres), of which 4,305 square miles (85.8%) are land area and 713 
square miles (14.2%) are water.  It is bounded on the east by Lake and Volusia Counties, 
on the north by Putnam, Alachua, Gilchrist, and Dixie Counties, and on the south by Pasco 
and Polk Counties. Citrus, Hernando, and Levy, all coastal counties in the Region, are part 
of Florida's Nature Coast. This moniker refers to the vast shoreline that is publicly owned 
and protected.  

2. Population  

The region was home to a total resident population of 730,409 in 2006, the majority of 
which lives outside the boundaries of 22 municipalities. Although Withlacoochee is the 
fourth largest region of the 11 Florida regions in landmass, it had the third smallest 
population in 2000 and 2006. While the percent of population growth in the Region from 
2000 to 2006 was the second highest in the state, the absolute change was the fifth lowest. 
These numbers account for Withlacoochee's overall low density- the Region was the fourth 
least dense region in 2000 and the fifth least dense region in 2006. Despite the Region's 
projected population growth, the total population and density will remain low in 2010 and 
2015. While Withlacoochee is projected to experience the second highest percent population 
growth in 2010 and 2015, it is also projected to have the third smallest population in Florida 
in 2010, and the fourth smallest in 2015.  
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Marion County had the 17th largest population in the state in 2000 and the 16th largest in 
2006. Citrus, Hernando, and Levy are projected to experience an approximate 20% increase 
in population from 2006 to 2015. Sumter (44.8%) and Marion (26.3%) Counties are ranked 
3rd and 13th, respectively, in highest percent of projected population growth from 2006 to 
2015. While most of Marion's growth will occur in the southern portion of the County, 
Sumter's growth is anticipated to occur in the northwest area of the County.  

3. Land Use  

The majority of Withlacoochee's land area is considered to be suitable for development. 
Approximately 785,000 acres of the land area (27.5%) of the five counties are designated 
for conservation (see Table I-17 and Map FLUM). Major conservation areas include Ocala 
National Forest, Tsala Apopka Lake, Withlacoochee State Forest, Goethe Wildlife 
Management Area, Lower Suwanee National Wildlife Refuge, Gulf Hammock Wildlife 
Management Area, Chassahowitzka Swamp, and Cedar Key State Preserve. An additional 
229,000 acres (8.0%), currently classified as agriculture, is located mostly in Sumter 
County. 

Residential future land uses account for over 1.5 million acres, most of which is reserved for 
low-density (48% of the total area).  Another 6.8% is classified as medium-density 
residential and the other 0.1% is for high-density residential.  Residential uses are spread 
throughout the Region, although most of the medium-density can be found in and around 
the Region's 22 municipalities. 

The Region also has an inventory of mixed-use future land uses, with about 152,000 acres 
(5.3% of the total), followed by industrial with 41,000 (1.4%), commercial/office (1.2%) 
and institutional/government (0.9%).  

The Withlacoochee Region Future Land Use Map is presented on Map FLUM. There are 11 
categories identified which represent a consolidation of land use categories identified in the 
local government comprehensive plans in the region (See Table I-17).  

• RL Residential Lo (higher than AG < 1DU)  
• RH Residential High (more than RM and > 12DU)  
• RM Residential Medium (more than RL, < 13DU)  
• CONS Conservation, natural and protected  
• PUB Public/Semi-Public, government, institutional  
• AG Agriculture - rural land, farms (< 0.5DU)  
• REC Recreation/Open Space  
• COM Commercial, office, tourism, marina  
• MU Mixed Use, activity centers, urban village  
• WAT Water bodies  
• IND Industrial, extractive, transportation  
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Table I-1a.  Resident Population2 by Age, April 1, 2006, 2010 and 2015 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Absolute Number % of Total Population 
Age Categories 2006 2010 2015 2006 2010 2015 

Age under 5 years 33,626 38,112 42,490 4.60% 4.65% 4.61% 
Age 5 to 17 years 104,070 111,988 121,732 14.25% 13.67% 13.21% 
Age 18 to 24 years 49,651 56,073 59,214 6.80% 6.85% 6.43% 
Age 25 to 34 years 63,601 72,901 86,108 8.71% 8.90% 9.34% 
Age 35 to 44 years 83,756 85,257 87,261 11.47% 10.41% 9.47% 
Age 45 to 54 years 96,035 109,917 112,900 13.15% 13.42% 12.25% 
Age 55 to 64 years 101,225 120,575 143,989 13.86% 14.72% 15.63% 
Age 65 to 74 years 98,087 108,392 134,488 13.43% 13.23% 14.59% 
Age 75 to 84 years 76,928 84,275 91,396 10.53% 10.29% 9.92% 
Age 85 years and over 23,430 31,653 41,923 3.21% 3.86% 4.55% 

Total 730,409 819,143 921,501 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%
Age under 18 years 137,696 150,100 164,222 18.85% 18.32% 17.82% 
Age 65 years and over 198,445 224,320 267,807 27.17% 27.38% 29.06% 

Source:  Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and Demographic Research (August 2007). 
 
 
Table I-1b.  Change in Resident Population by Age, 2006-10, 2010-15 and 2006-15 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Absolute Change % Change in the Period 
Age Categories 2006-10 2010-15 2006-15 2006-10 2010-15 2006-15 

Age under 5 years 4,486 4,378 8,864 13.34% 11.49% 26.36% 
Age 5 to 17 years 7,918 9,744 17,662 7.61% 8.70% 16.97% 
Age 18 to 24 years 6,422 3,141 9,563 12.93% 5.60% 19.26% 
Age 25 to 34 years 9,300 13,207 22,507 14.62% 18.12% 35.39% 
Age 35 to 44 years 1,501 2,004 3,505 1.79% 2.35% 4.18% 
Age 45 to 54 years 13,882 2,983 16,865 14.46% 2.71% 17.56% 
Age 55 to 64 years 19,350 23,414 42,764 19.12% 19.42% 42.25% 
Age 65 to 74 years 10,305 26,096 36,401 10.51% 24.08% 37.11% 
Age 75 to 84 years 7,347 7,121 14,468 9.55% 8.45% 18.81% 
Age 85 years and over 8,223 10,270 18,493 35.10% 32.45% 78.93% 

Total 88,734 102,358 191,092 12.15% 12.50% 26.16%
Age under 18 years 12,404 14,122 26,526 9.01% 9.41% 19.26% 
Age 65 years and over 25,875 43,487 69,362 13.04% 19.39% 34.95% 

Source:  Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and Demographic Research (August 2007). 
 
 

                                                 
2  Official state and county estimates and projections published by the University of Florida’s Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research (BEBR) were released in database format by the Florida Legislature’s Office of Economic and 
Demographic Research (EDR) in August 2007, with age, gender and race/ethnic detail, and interpolations for every 
quarter of every single year from 1960 (Q2) to 2030 (Q2). 
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Table I-2a.  Resident Population by Race/Ethnicity, April 1, 2006, 2010 and 2015 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Absolute Number % of Total Population 
Race/Ethnic Categories 2006 2010 2015 2006 2010 2015 

White Non-Hispanic 609,166 670,075 744,645 83.40% 81.80% 80.81% 
Black or African American (NH) 59,101 65,663 72,806 8.09% 8.02% 7.90% 
Other race and 2 or more races 9,011 10,516 12,304 1.23% 1.28% 1.34% 
Hispanic or Latino (all races) 53,131 72,889 91,746 7.27% 8.90% 9.96% 

Total 730,409 819,143 921,501 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%
Source:  Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and Demographic Research (August 2007). 
 
 
Table I-2b.  Change in Resident Population by Race/Ethnicity, 2006-10, 2010-15 and 2006-15 – 
Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Absolute Change % Change in the Period 

Race/Ethnic Categories 2006-10 2010-15 
2006-
105 2006-10 2010-15 2006-15 

White Non-Hispanic 60,909 74,570 135,479 10.00% 11.13% 22.24% 
Black or African American (NH) 6,562 7,143 13,705 11.10% 10.88% 23.19% 
Other race and 2 or more races 1,505 1,788 3,293 16.70% 17.00% 36.54% 
Hispanic or Latino (all races) 19,758 18,857 38,615 37.19% 25.87% 72.68% 

Total 88,734 102,358 191,092 12.15% 12.50% 26.16%
Source:  Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and Demographic Research (August 2007). 
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Table I-3.  Licensed Public Lodging Facilities, 2007 – Withlacoochee 

Type of Absolute Number % 
Lodging Facility Facilities Rooms/Units Facilities Rooms/Units 

Hotels 25 2,310 5.47% 11.30% 
Motels 118 4,555 25.82% 22.29% 
Non-Transient Apartments 246 12,462 53.83% 60.98% 
Transient Apartments 27 159 5.91% 0.78% 
Non-Transient Rooming Houses 0 0 0.00% 0.00% 
Transient Rooming Houses 1 7 0.22% 0.03% 
Bed and Breakfast Inns 11 66 2.41% 0.32% 
Resort Condominiums - Single 3 8 0.66% 0.04% 
Resort Condominiums - Group 6 114 1.31% 0.56% 
Resort Condominiums - Collective 0 0 0.00% 0.00% 
Resort Dwellings - Single 3 14 0.66% 0.07% 
Resort Dwellings - Group 6 102 1.31% 0.50% 
Resort Dwellings - Collective 11 640 2.41% 3.13% 

Total 457 20,437 100.00% 100.00%
Source:  Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation, Division of Hotels and Restaurants (March 13, 
2007). 
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Table I-4a.  Housing Units3 by Vacancy Status and Tenure by Units in Structure, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Occupied Units Vacant Total Vacant 
Units in Structure Owner Renter Total Units Units % 

1, detached 143,158 15,910 159,068 17,738 176,806 10.03% 
1, attached 6,227 1,378 7,605 1,080 8,685 12.44% 
2 490 2,812 3,302 564 3,866 14.59% 
3 or 4 680 3,946 4,626 598 5,224 11.45% 
5 to 9 842 2,952 3,794 722 4,516 15.99% 
10 to 19 319 1,635 1,954 520 2,474 21.02% 
20 to 49 106 1,003 1,109 281 1,390 20.22% 
50 or more 65 1,420 1,485 66 1,551 4.26% 
Mobile home 55,072 10,598 65,670 17,426 83,096 20.97% 
Boat, RV, van, etc. 762 85 847 904 1,751 51.63% 

Total 207,721 41,739 249,460 39,899 289,359 13.79%
% Single Family 68.92% 38.12% 63.76% 44.46% 61.10%   
% Multi-Family 4.20% 36.29% 9.57% 9.60% 9.57%   
% Mobile Home 26.51% 25.39% 26.32% 43.68% 28.72%   
% Boat, RV, Van, etc. 0.37% 0.20% 0.34% 2.27% 0.61%   

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
Table I-4b.  Housing Units by Vacancy Status and Tenure by Units in Structure, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Occupied Units Vacant Total Vacant 
Units in Structure Owner Renter Total Units Units % 

1, detached N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
1, attached N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
2 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
3 or 4 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
5 to 9 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
10 to 19 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
20 to 49 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
50 or more N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Mobile home N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Boat, RV, van, etc. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
% Single Family N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.   
% Multi-Family N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.   
% Mobile Home N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.   
% Boat, RV, Van, etc. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.   

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 

                                                 
3  A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home, a group of rooms, or a single room occupied (or if 
vacant, intended for occupancy) as separate living quarters.  Separate living quarters are those in which the 
occupants live separately from any other people in the building and that have direct access from the outside of the 
building or through a common hall.  Both occupied and vacant housing units are included in the housing unit 
inventory.  Boats, recreational vehicles (RVs), vans, tents, and the like are housing units only if they are occupied as 
someone’s usual place of residence.  Vacant mobile homes are included provided they are intended for occupancy on 
the site where they stand.  Vacant mobile homes on dealers’ lots, at the factory, or in storage yards are excluded 
from the housing inventory.  Also excluded from the housing inventory are quarters being used entirely for 
nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office, or quarters used for the storage of business supplies or 
inventory. 
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Table I-5a.  Residents by Tenure by Units in Structure4, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Persons in Occupied Units Persons per Occupied Unit 
Units in Structure Owner Renter Total Owner Renter Total 

1, detached 337,062 42,538 379,600 2.35 2.67 2.39 
1, attached 11,372 2,610 13,982 1.83 1.89 1.84 
2 949 6,365 7,314 1.94 2.26 2.22 
3 or 4 1,134 7,995 9,129 1.67 2.03 1.97 
5 to 9 1,365 5,988 7,353 1.62 2.03 1.94 
10 to 19 535 2,912 3,447 1.68 1.78 1.76 
20 to 49 244 1,727 1,971 2.30 1.72 1.78 
50 or more 101 2,151 2,252 1.55 1.51 1.52 
Mobile home 125,343 25,808 151,151 2.28 2.44 2.30 
Boat, RV, van, etc. 1,215 117 1,332 1.59 1.38 1.57 

Total 479,320 98,211 577,531 2.31 2.35 2.32
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-5b.  Residents by Tenure by Units in Structure, 2006 – Withlacoochee   

Withlacoochee Persons in Occupied Units Persons per Occupied Unit 
Units in Structure Owner Renter Total Owner Renter Total 

1, detached or attached N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
2 to 4 N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
5 or more N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Mobile home N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Boat, RV, van, etc. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 

                                                 
4  Tables I-5a and I-5b present the number of residents in the occupied housing units shown in Tables I-4a and I-4b 
for 2000 and 2006, respectively, by type of housing unit.  They also show the average number of residents by type 
of housing unit, which can be used in transportation models to estimate the number of evacuating people. 
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Table I-6a.  Number of Vacant Units by Vacancy Status5, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Vacant  
Vacancy Status Units % 

For rent 4,685 11.74% 
For sale only 6,514 16.33% 
Rented or sold, not occupied 3,977 9.97% 
For seasonal, recreational, or occasional use 19,129 47.94% 
For migrant workers 25 0.06% 
Other vacant 5,569 13.96% 

Total 39,899 100.00%
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-6b.  Number of Vacant Units by Vacancy Status, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Vacant  
Vacancy Status Units % 

For rent N.A. N.A. 
Rented, not occupied N.A. N.A. 
For sale only N.A. N.A. 
Sold, not occupied N.A. N.A. 
For seasonal, recreational, or occasional use N.A. N.A. 
For migrant workers N.A. N.A. 
Other vacant N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A.
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 

                                                 
5  Vacancy status and other characteristics of vacant units were determined by census enumerators obtaining 
information from landlords, owners, neighbors, rental agents, and others.  Vacant units for seasonal, recreational, or 
occasional use are vacant units used or intended for use only in certain seasons, for weekends, or other occasional 
use throughout the year.  Seasonal units include those used for summer or winter sports or recreation, such as 
beach cottages and hunting cabins.  Seasonal units also may include quarters for such workers as herders and 
loggers.  Interval ownership units, sometimes called shared-ownership or time-sharing condominiums, also are 
included in this category.  Vacant migrant worker units include those intended for occupancy by migrant workers 
employed in farm work during the crop season.  (Work in a cannery, a freezer plant, or a food-processing plant is not 
farm work.) 
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Table I-7a.  Occupied Housing Units by Tenure by Vehicles Available6, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Number of Occupied Units % of Occupied Units 
Vehicles Available Owner Renter Total Owner Renter Total 

No vehicle available 8,074 5,501 13,575 59.48% 40.52% 100.00% 
1 vehicle available 91,953 21,554 113,507 81.01% 18.99% 100.00% 
2 vehicles available 80,164 12,326 92,490 86.67% 13.33% 100.00% 
3 vehicles available 20,765 1,943 22,708 91.44% 8.56% 100.00% 
4 vehicles available 5,013 303 5,316 94.30% 5.70% 100.00% 
5 or more vehicles available 1,752 112 1,864 93.99% 6.01% 100.00% 

Total 207,721 41,739 249,460 83.27% 16.73% 100.00%
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
Table I-7b.  Occupied Housing Units by Tenure by Vehicles Available, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Number of Occupied Units % of Occupied Units 
Vehicles Available Owner Renter Total Owner Renter Total 

No vehicle available N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
1 vehicle available N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
2 vehicles available N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
3 vehicles available N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
4 vehicles available N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
5 or more vehicles available N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 
Table I-8a.  Number of Vehicles by Tenure and Vehicles per Occupied Unit, 2000 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Number of Vehicles by Tenure % of Vehicles in Occupied Units 
Vehicles Available Owner Renter Total Owner Renter Total 

Aggregate Number of Vehicles 344,524 53,945 398,469 86.46% 13.54% 100.00% 
Vehicles per Occupied Unit 1.66 1.29 1.60       

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
Table I-8b.  Number of Vehicles by Tenure and Vehicles per Occupied Unit, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Number of Vehicles by Tenure % of Vehicles in Occupied Units 
Vehicles Available Owner Renter Total Owner Renter Total 

Aggregate Number of Vehicles N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Vehicles per Occupied Unit N.A. N.A. N.A.       

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 

                                                 
6  These data show the number of passenger cars, vans, and pickup or panel trucks of 1-ton capacity or less kept at 
home and available for the use of household members.  Vehicles rented or leased for 1 month or more, company 
vehicles, and police and government vehicles are included if kept at home and used for non-business purposes.  
Dismantled or immobile vehicles are excluded.  Vehicles kept at home but used only for business purposes also are 
excluded. 
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Table I-9a.  Resident Population by Gender and Age, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Absolute Number % of Total Population 
Age Categories Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Age under 5 years  14,096 13,380 27,476 4.89% 4.36% 4.61% 
Age 5 to 17 years  45,954 43,398 89,352 15.93% 14.13% 15.00% 
Age 18 to 24 years  17,539 16,829 34,368 6.08% 5.48% 5.77% 
Age 25 to 34 years  27,108 27,667 54,775 9.40% 9.01% 9.20% 
Age 35 to 44 years  38,440 39,919 78,359 13.33% 13.00% 13.16% 
Age 45 to 54 years  33,663 37,368 71,031 11.67% 12.16% 11.93% 
Age 55 to 64 years  35,438 41,788 77,226 12.29% 13.60% 12.97% 
Age 65 to 74 years  43,824 46,730 90,554 15.19% 15.21% 15.20% 
Age 75 to 84 years  27,525 31,466 58,991 9.54% 10.24% 9.90% 
Age 85 years and over  4,829 8,637 13,466 1.67% 2.81% 2.26% 

Total 288,416 307,182 595,598 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%
% Age under 18 years 20.82% 18.48% 19.62%    
% Age 65 years and over 26.41% 28.27% 27.37%    

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-9b.  Resident Population by Gender and Age, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Absolute Number % of Total Population 
Age Categories Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Age under 5 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 5 to 17 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 18 to 24 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 25 to 34 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 35 to 44 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 45 to 54 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 55 to 64 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 65 to 74 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 75 to 84 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Age 85 years and over N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
% Age under 18 years N.A. N.A. N.A.    
% Age 65 years and over N.A. N.A. N.A.    

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
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Table I-10a.  Resident Population by Race and Ethnicity7, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Ethnicity – Hispanic or Latino % of Total Population 
Race Categories Non-Hisp Hispanic Total Non-Hisp Hispanic Total 

White alone 504,835 19,784 524,619 89.25% 65.99% 88.08% 
Black or African American alone 47,563 887 48,450 8.41% 2.96% 8.13% 
Other race alone and 2+ races 13,221 9,308 22,529 2.34% 31.05% 3.78% 

Total  565,619  29,979  595,598 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-10b.  Resident Population by Race and Ethnicity, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Ethnicity – Hispanic or Latino % of Total Population 
Race Categories Non-Hisp Hispanic Total Non-Hisp Hispanic Total 

White alone N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Black or African American alone N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Other race alone and 2+ races N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 

                                                 
7  Race and ethnicity are separate categories in both the 2000 Census and the 2006 American Community Survey 
(ACS).  For each person the surveys included two separate questions.  The first asks whether each person in the 
household considers himself/herself to be of Hispanic or Latino origin (ethnicity).  The second asks each person in 
the household to identify one or more racial categories that should be used to classify his/her racial makeup.  Both 
questions request the respondent to classify himself/herself, rather than having a Census Bureau employee assign a 
classification.  The tables presented here are cross-tabulations of the two characteristics.  Race is tabulated into 
three categories: (1) White persons who identified only one race (White alone); (2) Black or African American 
persons who identified only one race (Black or African American alone); and (3) persons of other races who identified 
only one race (Other race alone) and those who identified two or more races, combined into a single category.  For 
each race category, the totals were calculated for those who indicated that they were of Hispanic or Latino origin and 
those who indicated that they were not. 
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Table I-11a.  Resident Population by Age, Household8 Type and Relationship, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Number of Persons, by Age % of Total Population 
Household Type, 

Relationship Under 65 65+ Total Under 65 65+ Total 
In households  419,412  158,119  577,531 96.95% 97.00% 96.97% 
   In family households  373,493  117,350  490,843 86.34% 71.99% 82.41% 
   In nonfamily households  45,919  40,769  86,688 10.61% 25.01% 14.55% 
      Male householder  18,261  12,179  30,440 4.22% 7.47% 5.11% 
         Living alone  13,000  10,592  23,592 3.01% 6.50% 3.96% 
         Not living alone  5,261  1,587  6,848 1.22% 0.97% 1.15% 
      Female householder  16,503  26,181  42,684 3.81% 16.06% 7.17% 
         Living alone  12,868  25,144  38,012 2.97% 15.42% 6.38% 
         Not living alone  3,635  1,037  4,672 0.84% 0.64% 0.78% 
      Nonrelatives  11,155  2,409  13,564 2.58% 1.48% 2.28% 
In group quarters  13,175  4,892  18,067 3.05% 3.00% 3.03% 
   Institutionalized population  11,830  3,903  15,733 2.73% 2.39% 2.64% 
   Noninstitutionalized population  1,345  989  2,334 0.31% 0.61% 0.39% 

Total  432,587  163,011  595,598 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%
Population Living Alone  25,868  35,736  61,604 5.98% 21.92% 10.34% 

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-11b.  Resident Population by Age, Household Type and Relationship, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Number of Persons, by Age % of Total Population 
Household Type, 

Relationship Under 65 65+ Total Under 65 65+ Total 
In households N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
   In family households N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
   In nonfamily households N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
      Male householder N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
         Living alone N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
         Not living alone N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
      Female householder N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
         Living alone N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
         Not living alone N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
      Nonrelatives N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
In group quarters N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
   Institutionalized population N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
   Noninstitutionalized population N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Population Living Alone N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 

                                                 
8  A household includes all of the people who occupy a housing unit.  (People not living in households are classified 
as living in group quarters.)  A family includes a householder and one or more other people living in the same 
household who are related to the householder by birth, marriage or adoption.  All people in a household who are 
related to the householder are regarded as members of his or her family.  A family household may contain people not 
related to the householder, but those people are not included as part of the householder’s family in census 
tabulations.  Not all households contain families since a household may be comprised of a group of unrelated people 
or of one person living alone (nonfamily households). 
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Table I-12a.  Resident Population by Place of Birth and Citizenship Status, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Absolute  
Place of Birth Number % 

Native - Born in state of residence 186,749 31.35% 
Native - Born in other state in the US 368,425 61.86% 
Native - Born outside the United States 10,556 1.77% 
Foreign-born - Naturalized citizen 17,731 2.98% 
Foreign-born - Not a citizen 12,137 2.04% 

Total 595,598 100%
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-12b.  Household Population by Place of Birth and Citizenship Status, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Absolute  
Place of Birth Number % 

Native - Born in state of residence N.A. N.A. 
Native - Born in other state in the US N.A. N.A. 
Native - Born outside the United States N.A. N.A. 
Foreign-born - Naturalized citizen N.A. N.A. 
Foreign-born - Not a citizen N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A.
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
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Table I-13a.  Households by Language and Linguistic Isolation9, 2000 – Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Households by Linguistic Isolation Linguistic Isolation (%) 
Language Spoken in the 

Household Isolated 
Not 

Isolated Total Isolated 
Not 

Isolated Total 
English 0   223,308  223,308 0.00% 100.00% 100.00% 
Spanish  2,345  10,740  13,085 17.92% 82.08% 100.00% 
Other Indo-European languages  1,214  9,775  10,989 11.05% 88.95% 100.00% 
Asian & Pacific Island languages  228  1,033  1,261 18.08% 81.92% 100.00% 
Other languages  129  674  803 16.06% 83.94% 100.00% 

Total  3,916  245,530  249,446 1.57% 98.43% 100.00%
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-13b.  Households by Language and Linguistic Isolation, 2006 – Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Households by Linguistic Isolation Linguistic Isolation (%) 
Language Spoken in the 

Household Isolated 
Not 

Isolated Total Isolated 
Not 

Isolated Total 
English N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Spanish N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Other Indo-European languages N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Asian & Pacific Island languages N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
Other languages N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 

                                                 
9  A household in which no person 14 years old and over speaks only English and no person 14 years old and over 
who speaks a language other than English speaks English ‘‘very well’’ is classified as ‘‘linguistically isolated.’’  In other 
words, a household in which all members 14 years old and over speak a non-English language and also speak English 
less than ‘‘very well’’ (have difficulty with English) is ‘‘linguistically isolated.’’  All the members of a linguistically 
isolated household are tabulated as linguistically isolated, including members under 14 years old who may speak only 
English. 
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Table I-14a.  Civilian Non-Institutionalized Population 5 Years and Over by Disability Status10, 2000 – 
Withlacoochee 

Withlacoochee Disability Status Disability Status (%) 
 With Without Total With Without Total 

5 to 15 years  5,245  69,948  75,193 6.98% 93.02% 100.00% 
16 to 20 years  4,652  24,528  29,180 15.94% 84.06% 100.00% 
21 to 64 years  76,380  212,267  288,647 26.46% 73.54% 100.00% 
65 to 74 years  27,781  61,926  89,707 30.97% 69.03% 100.00% 
75 and over  34,854  34,547  69,401 50.22% 49.78% 100.00% 

Total  148,912  403,216  552,128 26.97% 73.03% 100.00%
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census of Population and Housing (Summary File 3). 
 
 
Table I-14b.  Civilian Non-Institutionalized Population 5 Years and Over by Disability Status11, 2006 – 
Withlacoochee  

Withlacoochee Disability Status Disability Status (%) 
 With Without Total With Without Total 

5 to 15 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
16 to 20 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
21 to 64 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
65 to 74 years N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 
75 and over N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 

Total N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A.
Source:  US Bureau of the Census, 2006 American Community Survey. 
 
 

                                                 
10  The data on disability status were derived from answers to two long-form questionnaire items.  The first was a 
two-part question that asked about the existence of the following long-lasting conditions: (a) blindness, deafness, or 
a severe vision or hearing impairment (sensory disability) and (b) a condition that substantially limits one or more 
basic physical activities, such as walking, climbing stairs, reaching, lifting, or carrying (physical disability).  This 
question was asked of a sample of the population 5 years old and over.  The second was a four-part question that 
asked if the individual had a physical, mental, or emotional condition lasting 6 months or more that made it difficult 
to perform certain activities.  The four activity categories were: (a) learning, remembering, or concentrating (mental 
disability); (b) dressing, bathing, or getting around inside the home (self-care disability); (c) going outside the home 
alone to shop or visit a doctor’s office (going outside the home disability); and (d) working at a job or business 
(employment disability).  Categories (a) and (b) were asked of a sample of the population 5 years old and over; (c) 
and (d) were asked of a sample of the population 16 years old and over.  For data products that use a disability 
status indicator, individuals were classified as having a disability if any of the following three conditions were true: 
(1) they were 5 years old and over and had a response of ‘‘yes’’ to a sensory, physical, mental or self-care disability; 
(2) they were 16 years old and over and had a response of ‘‘yes’’ to going outside the home disability; or (3) they 
were 16 to 64 years old and had a response of ‘‘yes’’ to employment disability. 
11  In response to evidence suggesting that mail respondents reported certain disabilities in error in the 2000 Census 
and in the initial years of the ACS, the Census Bureau introduced changes to the ACS questionnaire starting in 2003.  
Initial review of the data shows that the question redesign had the expected effect on mail respondents, lowering the 
rates of disability overall by reducing over-reporting in go-outside-home disability and employment disability after the 
change.  This change affected primarily the respondents in the age range from 16 to 64 years, and makes 
comparisons between results of the 2000 Census and the 2006 ACS inappropriate.  The 2006 ACS is believed to have 
more reliable results. 


